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Overview 
 Background 
 What? Why? How? 

 Results from the 2014 National Projections 
 An Aging Nation 

 How to access projections data 
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What data do we produce? 

National Projections 
 Produced every 2 years this 

decade (2012, 2014, etc.) 
 Demographic detail includes 

age, sex, race, Hispanic 
origin, and nativity (in 2014) 

 Projections for 50-year 
horizon 
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What data do we produce? 

National Projections 
 Produced every 2 years this 

decade (2012, 2014, etc.) 
 Demographic detail includes 

age, sex, race, Hispanic 
origin, and nativity (in 2014) 

 Projections for 50-year 
horizon 

State Projections 
 Less frequently produced 
 Fewer series with full 

demographic detail 
 Haven’t released full detail 

state projections since 1997 
 Links to states producing 

their own projections on 
our website 
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Why do we produce projections? 

 Used as the base for projections of specific 
populations by other federal agencies 
 National Institute on Aging: older population for 

health planning 
 Bureau of Labor Statistics: working-age population for 

labor force projections 
 National Cancer Institute: projection of deaths to 

project the incidence of cancer 
 Also used for resource planning, by businesses, 

and for academic research 
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How are estimates different  
from projections? 

 Estimates  
 For dates in the past and present 
 Based on existing data 

 Projections 
 For dates in the future 
 Based on assumptions about future demographic 

trends 
 When both an estimate and projection are 

available for the same date, estimates are the 
preferred data. 

7 



Making National Projections 

Starting 
Population 

Births 
and 

Immigrants 

Deaths 
and 

Emigrants 
Future 

Population 
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Aging 



2014 National Projections 
 Second series of projections based on the 

2010 Census 
 Projections of the U.S. population by age, sex, 

race, Hispanic origin, and nativity 
 Covers the period from 2014 to 2060 
 First series of projections to incorporate 

separate assumptions about the fertility of 
native and foreign-born women 
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Total population change,
2014-2060

Births Deaths Net international migration

98.1 

196.6 

162.6 

64.1 

156.8 
(79.7%) 

native-born 
mothers 

39.8 (20.3%)  
foreign-born  

mothers 

Numeric Change in Population and Components of Population Change: 2014-2060 
(In millions) 
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2000-2010 2010-2020 2020-2030 2030-2040 2040-2050 2050-2060

Total population 65 and over

Percent Change in Population Size by Decade: 2000-2010 to 2050-2060 
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 Projected Dependency Ratios: 2014 to 2060 
Total Dependency Youth Dependency Old-Age Dependency

 
Ratio 

Note: Old-age dependency = (Population aged 65 and over/Population aged 18 to 64)*100. 
Youth dependency = (Population under 18/Population aged 18 to 64)*100. 
Total dependency = ((Population aged 65 and over + Population under 18)/Population aged 18 to 64)*100 
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2014 2060

Note: The scale begins at 50 percent, rather than zero. 

Percent Female for the Older Population by Age: 2014 and 2060 

The percentage of the older 
population that is female is 
projected to decrease slightly, 
particularly for those 75 and 
over. 
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Percent 65 Years and Over in Selected Countries: 2014 and 2050
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Summary 
 The U.S. population is projected to increase 

from 319 million to 417 million between 2014 
and 2060, growing more slowly in future 
decades than in the recent past.  
 By 2060, nearly one-in-five of the nation’s 

total population is projected to be foreign 
born. 
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Summary (continued) 
 The older population is projected to more 

than double, growing from 46 million in 2014 
to 98 million in 2060. 
 Growth in the older population will be driven 

by the aging of the baby boomers over the 
next two decades. 
 By 2030, one in five people living in the United States will 

be 65 years or older. 
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Summary (continued) 
 Despite the increase in the share of the U.S. 

population that is in the older ages, the nation 
is projected to remain one of the youngest 
developed countries in the world. 
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Accessing U.S. Projections Data 
http://www.census.gov/topics/population/population-projections.html  
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http://www.census.gov/topics/population/population-projections.html


Accessing International Projections Data 
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/  
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http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/


Contact Information 
Jennifer Ortman 

jennifer.m.ortman@census.gov 
 

Projections Branch 
(301) 763-2428 

 
http://www.census.gov/topics/population/population-projections.html 
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