
CHAPTER III

FUR-SEAL AND SALMON FISHERIES OF ALASKA

The protection of the valuable fisheries of Alaska received the atten 
tion of the Government soon-after the acquisition of that Territory 
from Kussia, March 30, 1867. By act of Congress approved July 27, 
1868, the supervision of the fisheries of Alaska and the islands of St. 
Paul and St. George was given to the Secretaiy of the Treasury; the 
act approved March 3, 1899, was a reenactment of a portion of the 
above law. An act approved December 29,1897, prohibited the killing 
of fur seals in the waters of the North Pacific Ocean, and regulations 
were promulgated under this law. The right to engage in taking fur 
seals on the islands of St. Paul and St. George (Pribilof Islands) was 
given by contract to the North American Commercial Company for 
twenty years from May 1, 1890, under the law of July 1. 1870.

Supervision of the fur-seal fisheries on the seal islands is exercised 
through four agents appointed by the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, under the provisions of the act of March 5, 1872. The main 
tenance of the natives on these islands is provided for in part by the 
Government through annual" appropriations granted by Congress, but 
the lessees care for the widows and orphans and the aged and infirm, 
as prescribed by the terms of their contract.

The salmon fisheries are under the immediate supervision of the 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor, and under his direction two agents 
appointed b}r the President annually visit the fisheries and canneries 
to enforce (he laws and regulations and report thereon.

The law approved February 11, 1903 (An act to establish the 
Department of Commerce and Labor), places the supervision of the 
Alaskan fisheries in the Secretaiy of Commerce and Labor on and 
after July 1. 1903.

Copy of contract between the United States and the North American 
Commercial Company, under which said company is granted the 
exclusive right of taking fur seals ^(,pon the Prifalof Islands in Alaska 
for a period of twenty years from May 1, 1890.

This indenture, made in duplicate this twelfth day of March, 1890, 
by and between William Windom, Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, in pursuance of chapter 3 of title 23, Revised Statutes,
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and the North American Commercial Company, a corporation duly 
established under the laws of the State of California, and acting by 
I. Liebes, its president, in accordance with a resolution of said corpora 
tion adopted at a meeting of its board of directors held January 4,1890:

Wituesseth: That the said Secretary of the Treasury, in considera 
tion of the agreements hereinafter stated, hereby leases to the said 
North American Commercial Company for a term of twenty years, 
from the first day of May, 1890, the exclusive right to engage in the 
business of taking fur seals on the islands of St. George and St. Paul 
in the Territory of Alaska, and to send a vessel or vessels to said islands 
for the skins of such seals.

The said North American Commercial Company, in consideration of 
the rights secured to it under this lease above stated, on its part 
covenants and agrees to do the things following, that is to say:

To pay to the Treasurer of the United States each year during the 
said term of twenty years, as annual rental, the sum of sixty thousand 
dollars, and in addition thereto agrees to pay-the revenue tax, or duty, 
of two dollars laid upon each fur-seal skin taken and shipped by it 
from said islands of St. George and St. Paul, and also to -pay to said 
Treasurer the further sum of seven dollars sixty-two and one-half 
cents apiece for each and every fur-seal skin taken and shipped from 
said islands, and also to pay the sum of fifty cents per gallon for each 
gallon of oil sold by it made from seals that may be taken on said 
islands during the said period of twenty years; and to secure the 
prompt payment of the sixty thousand do! n's rental above referred 
to the said company agrees to deposit with the Secretary of the Treas 
ury bonds of the United States to the amount of fifty thousand dollars, 
face value, to be held as a guarantee for the annual payment of said 
sixty thousand dollars rental, the interest thereon when due to be col 
lected and paid to the North American Commercial Company, pro 
vided the said company is not in default of payment of any part of the 
said sixty thousand dollars rental.

That it will furnish to the native inhabitants of said islands of St. 
George and St. Paul annually such quantity or number of dried salmon 
and such quantity of salt and such number of salt barrels for preserv 
ing their necessary supply of meat as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall from time to time determine.

That it will also furnish to the said inhabitants eighty tons of coal 
annually, and a sufficient number of comfortable dwellings in which 
said native inhabitants may reside, and will keep said dwellings in 
proper repair, and will also provide and keep in repair such suitable 
schoolhouses as may be necessaly, and  will, establish and maintain 
during eight months of each year proper schools for the education of 
the children on said islands; the same to be taught by competent teach 
ers, who shall be paid by the company a fair compensation, all to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury; and will also provide 
and maintain a suitable house for religious worship; and will also pro 
vide a competent physician or physicians, and necessaiy and proper 
medicines and medical supplies; and will also provide the necessaries 
of life for the widows and orphans and aged and infirm inhabitants of 
said islands who are unable to provide for themselves; all of which 
foregoing agreements will be done and performed by the said company 
free of all costs and charges to said native inhabitants of said islands 
or to the United States.
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The iinniuil rental, together with all other payments to the United 
States provided for in this lease, shall be made and paid on or before 
the first Any of April of each and every year during the existence of 
this lease, beginning with the first day of April, 1891.

The said company further agrees to employ the native inhabitants 
of said islands to perform such labor upon the islands as they are fitted 
to perform, and to pay therefor a fair and just compensation, such as 
may be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and also agrees to con 
tribute, as far as in its power, all reasonable efforts to secure the com 
fort, health, education, and promote the morals and civilization of .said 
native inhabitants.

The said company also agrees faithfully to obey and abide by all 
rules and regulations that the Secretary of the Treasury has hereto 
fore or may hereafter establish or make in pursuance of law concern 
ing the taking of seals on said islands, and concerning the comfort, 
morals, arid other interests of said inhabitants, and all matters per 
taining to said islands and the taking of seals within the possession of 
the United States. It also agrees to obey and abide by any restric 
tions or limitations upon the right to kill seals that the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall judge necessary, under the law, for the preserva 
tion of the seal fisheries of the United States; and it agrees that it 
will not kill, or permit to be killed, so far as it can prevent, in any 
year a greater number of seals than is authorized by the Secretary of 
the Treasury.

The said company further agrees that it will not permit any of its 
agents to keep, sell, give, or dispose of any distilled spirits or spiritous 
liquors or opium on either of said islands or the waters adjacent thereto 
to any of the native inhabitants of said islands, such person not being 
a physician and furnishing the same for vise as a medicine.

It is understood and agreed that the number of fur seals to be taken 
and killed for their skins upon said islands by the North American 
Commercial Company during the year ending May 1st, 1891, shall not 
exceed sixty thousand.

The Secretary of the Treasury reserves the right to terminate this 
lease and all rights of the North American Commercial Company under 
the same at any time on full and satisfactory proof that the said com- 
p&ny has violated any of the provisions and agreements of this lease, 
or in any of the laws of the United States, or any Treasury regulation 
respecting the taking of fur seals or concerning the islands of St. 
George and St. Paul or the inhabitants thereof.

In witness whereof the parties hereto have set their hands and seals 
the day and year above written.

(Signed) WILLIAM WINBOM,
Secretary of tl\o Treasury. 

NORTH AMERICAN COMMERCIAL COMPANY.

[North American Commer- Signed by I. LIEBTCS, 
cial Company, ineorpo- P-rexiden.t of the North Ameri- 
rated December, 1889.] can Gominercial Company. 
Attest:

(Signed) H. B. PARSONS,
Assistant Secretary.
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LAW PERTAINING TO THE SEAL AND SALMON FISHERIES OF ALASKA

[As modified by nut of February 14, 1903.]

kiiifii' ho1£bseainin ^  citizen of the United States, nor person owing duty 
North pac'iiic. of obedience to the laws or the treaties of the United States, 

'(m'/tal.'fgG.) nor any person belonging to or on board of a vessel of the 
s«-. i. United States, shall kill, capture, or hunt, at any time or 

in any manner whatever, any fur seal in the waters of the 
Pacific Ocean north of the thirty-fifth degree of north lati 
tude and including Bering Sea and the sea of Okhotsk. 

Ses..s. jvfo citizen of the United States, nor person above de 
scribed in section one, shall equip, use, or employ, or fur 
nish aid in equipping, using, or employing, or furnish 
supplies to any vessel used or employed, or to be used or 
employed in carrying on or taking part in said killing, 
capturing, or hunting of fur seals in said waters, nor shall 
any vessel of the United States be so used or employed. 

Peuaity. Every person guilty of a violation of the provisions 
''""'*' of this Act, or of any regulations made thereunder, shall, 

for each offense, be lined not less than two hundred dol 
lars or more than two thousand dollars, or imprisoned 
not more than six months, or both; and every vessel, its 
tackle, apparel, furniture, and cargo, at any time used or 
employed in violation of this Act, or of the regulations 
made thereunder, shall be forfeited to the United States.

*''  '•• If any vessel of the United States shall be found within 
the waters to which this Act applies, having on board fur- 
seal skins or bodies of seals, or apparatus or implements 
suitable for killing or taking seals, it shall be presumed 
that such vessel was used or employed in the killing of 
said seals, or that said apparatus or implements were used 
in violation of this Act until the contrary is proved to the 
satisfaction of the court.

procedure. Any violation of this Act or of the regulations there 
under may be prosecuted either in the district court of 
Alaska, or in any district court of the United States in 
California, Oregon, or Washington.

*<  « This Act shall not interfere with the privileges accorded 
to Indians dwelling on the coast of the United States under 
section six of the Act of April sixth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-four, but the limitations prescribed in said Act shall 
remain in full force.

Scc- "• This Act shall not affect in any way the killing or taking 
of fur seals upon the Pribilof Islands, or the laws of the 
United States relating thereto.

Sp£4.r? ht  f Any officer of the Naval or Re venue-Cutter Service of 
the United States, and any other officers duly designated 
by the President, may search an}' vessel of the United 
States in port or on the high seas suspected of having 
violated or of having an intention to violate the provisions 
of this act, and may seize such vessel and the offending 
officers and crew and bring them into the most accessible 
port of the States and Territory mentioned in section live 
of this Act for trial.
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The importation into the United States Ivy any person 
whatsoever of fur-seal skins taken in the waters mentioned 
in this Act, whether raw, dressed, dyed, or manufactured, 
is hereby prohibited, and all such articles imported after 
this Act shall take effect shall not be permitted to be 
exported, but shall be seized and destroyed by the proper 
officers of the United States.

The President shall have power to make all necessary Regulations.
i ,   i ji-.i-.ji-, Sec. 10.regulations to curry this Act into effect.

Whenever the Government of the United States shall ag^^f ioPZ- 
conclude an effective international arrangement for thep j«i- gj lggs 
protection of fur seals in the North Pacific Ocean, by agree- (27 'stat., 472.) 
ment with any power, or as a result of the decision of the 
tribunal of arbitration under the convention concluded 
between the United States and Great Britain February 
twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and ninety-two, and so 
long as such arrangement shall continue, the provisions of 
section nineteen hundred and fifty-six of the Revised Stat 
utes, and all other provisions of the statutes of the United 
States, so far as the same may be applicable, relative to the 
protection of fur seals and other fur-bearing animals within 
the limits of Alaska or in the waters thereof, shall be 
extended to and over all that portion of the Pacific Ocean 
included in such international arrangement.

Whenever an effective international arrangement is con 
cluded as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the President to 
declare that fact by proclamation, and to designate the 
portion of the Pacific Ocean to which it is applicable, and 
that this act has become operative; and likewise when such 
arrangement ceases, to declare that fact and that this act 
has become inoperative, and his proclamation with respect 
thereto shall be conclusive.

During the extension as aforesaid of said laws for the 
protection of fur seals and other fur-bearing animals all 
violations thereof in said designated portion of the Pacific 
Ocean shall be held to be the same as if committed within 
the limits of Alaska or in the waters thereof, but they 
may be prosecuted either in the district court of Alaska 
or in any district court of the United States in California, 
Oregon, or Washington.

Whereas the following articles of the award of the fJg (̂;t lsf,\ 
Tribunal of Arbitration constituted under the treaty con 
cluded at Washington the twenty-ninth of February, eight 
een hundred and ninety-two, between the United States 
of America and Her Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Avere delivered to 
the agents of the respective governments on the fifteenth 
day of August, eighteen hundred and ninety-three:

The governments of the United States and GreatBritian Articles of 
shall forbid their citizens and subjects respectively to kill,' ^M. i. 
capture, or pursue at. any time, and in any manner what 
ever, the animals commonly called fur seals, within a zone 
of sixty miles around thePribilov Islands, inclusive of the 
territorial waters.
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The miles mentioned in the preceding paragraph are 
geographical miles, of sixty to a degree of latitude.

•Aft- ?• The two governments shall forbid their citizens and sub 
jects respectively to kill, capture or pursue, in any manner 
whatever, during the season extending, each year, from the 
first of May to the thirty-first of July, both inclusive, the 
fur seals on'the high sea, in the part of the Pacific Ocean, 
'nclu.sive of the Bering Sea, which is situated to the north 
of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude, and eastward 
of the one hundred and eightieth degree of longitude from 
Greenwich till it strikes the water boundary described in 
article one of the treaty of eighteen hundred and sixty- 
seven between the United States and Eussia, and following 
that line up to Berings Straits.

•Art- 3. During the period of time and in the waters in which the 
fur-seal fishing is allowed, only sailing vessels shall be per 
mitted to carry on or take part in fur-seal fishing operations. 
They will however be at liberty to avail themselves of the 
use of such canoes or undecked boats, propelled by paddles, 
oars, or sails, as are in common use as fishing boats.

'!> '  >•• Each sailing vessel authorized to fish for fur seals must 
be provided with a special license issued for that purpose 
by its Government, and shall be required to carry a dis 
tinguishing flag to be prescribed by its Government.

ArLS- The masters of the vessels engaged in fur-seal fishing 
shall enter accurately in their official log book the date and 
place of each fur-seal fishingoperation, and also the number 
and sex of the seals captured upon each day. These entries 
shall be communicated by each of the two governments to 
the other at the end of each fishing season.

Arl' 6' The use of nets, firearms and explosives shall be for 
bidden in the fur-seal fishing. This restriction shall not 
apply to shotguns when such fishing takes place outside 
of Behring sea, during the season when it may be lawfully 
carried on.

ArL 7 - The two governments shall take measures to control the 
fitness of the men authorized to engage in fur-seal fishing; 
these men shall have been proved fit to handle with suffi 
cient skill the weapons by means of which this fishing may 
be carried on.

Art-  *  The regulations contained in the preceding articles shall 
not apply to Indians dwelling on the coast of the territory 
of the United States or of Great Britain, and carrying on 
fur-seal fishing in canoes or undecked boats not trans 
ported by or used in connection with other vessels and pro 
pelled wholly by paddles, oars or sails and manned by not 
more than five persons each in the way hitherto practiced 
by the Indians, provided such Indians are not in the 
employment of other persons and provided that, when so 
hunting in canoes or undecked boats, they shall not hunt 
fur seals outside of territorial waters under contract for 
the delivery of the skins to any person.

This exemption shall not' be construed to affect the 
municipal law of either country, nor shall it extend to the 
waters of Behring Sea or the waters of the Aleutian Passes.
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Nothing herein contained is intended to interfere with 
the employment of Indians as hunters or otherwise in con 
nection with fur-sealing1 vessels as heretofore.

The concurrent regulations hereby determined with a Art 9 ' 
view to the protection and preservation of the fur seals, 
shall remain in force until they have been, in whole or in 
part, abolished or modified by common agreement between 
the governments of the United States and of Great Britain.

The said concurrent regulations shall be submitted every 
five years to a new examination, so as to enable both inter 
ested governments to consider whether, in the light of past 
experience, there is occasion for any modification thereof.

No citizen of the United States, or person owing the aij^scn£orclr« 
duty, of obedience to the laws or the treaties of the Ai>r'.«, isat. 
United States, nor any person belonging to or on board of fel'T'''' s3'^ 
a vessel of the United States, shall kill, capture, or pur 
sue, at any time, or in any manner whatever, outside of 
territorial waters, any fur seal in the waters surrounding 
the Pribilov Islands within a zone of sixty geographical 
miles (sixty to a degree of latitude) around said islands, 
inclusive of the territorial waters.

No citizen of the United States, or person above described &c - *  
in section one of this act, nor any person belonging to or 
on board of a vessel of the United States, shall kill, cap 
ture, or pursue, in any manner whatever, during the sea 
son extending from the first day of Ma}T to the thirty-first 
day of Juty, both inclusive, in each year, siny fur seal on 
the high seas outside of the zone mentioned in section one, 
and in that part of the Pacific Ocean, including Behring 
Sea, which is situated to the north of the thirty-fifth de 
gree of north latitude and to the east of the one hundred 
and eightieth degree of longitude from Greenwich till it 
strikes the water boundary described in article one of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, between the 
United States and Russia, and following that line up to 
Behring Straits.

No citizen of the United States or person above described, *,-. s. 
in the first section of this Act, shall, during the period and 
in the waters in which by section two of this Act the kill 
ing of fur seals is not prohibited, use or employ any ves 
sel, nor shall any vessel of the United States lie used or 
employed, in carrying on or taking part in fur-seal fishing 
operations, other than a sailing vessel propelled by sails 
exclusively, and such canoes or undecked boats, propelled 
by paddles, oars, or sails as may belong to, and be used in 
connection with, such sailing vessel; nor shall any sailing 
vessel carry on or take part in such operations without a 
special license obtained from the Government for that pur 
pose, and without carrying a distinctive flag prescribed by 
the Government for the same purpose.

Every master of a vessel licensed under this act to en- .svr. /,. 
gage in fur-seal fishing operations shall accurately enter 
in his official log book the date and place of every such
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operation, and also the number and sex of the seals cap 
tured each day; and on coming into port, and before land 
ing- cargo, the master shall verify, on oath, such official loo- 
hook as containing a full and true statement of the number 
and character of his fur-seal fishing operations, including 
the number and sex of seals captured; and for any false 
statement willfully made by a person so licensed by the 
United States in this behalf he shall be subject to the pen 
alties of perjury; and any seal skins found in excess of the 
statement in the official log book shall be forfeited to the 
United States.

see. a. NQ person or vessel engaging in fur-seal fishing opera 
tions under this Act shall use or employ in any such 
operations, any net, firearm, airgun, or explosive: Provided 
hcnoevev, That this prohibition shall not apply to the use of 
shotguns in such operations outside of Behring Sea during 
the season when the killing of fur seals is not there pro 
hibited by this Act.

The foregoing sections of this act shall not apply to 
Indians dwelling on the coast of the United States, and 
taking fur seals in canoes or undecked boats propelled 
wholly by paddles, oars, or sails, and not transported by or 
used in connection with other vessels, or manned by more 
than five persons, in the manner heretofore practiced by the 
said Indians: Provided, hmuever, That the exception made 
in this section shall not apply to Indians in the employ- 
.ment of other persons, or who shall kill, capture, or pur 
sue fur seals outside of territorial waters under contract to 
deliver the skins to other persons, nor to the waters of 
Behring Sea or of the passes between the Aleutian Islands. 

The President shall have power to make regulations 
respecting the special license and the distinctive Bag men 
tioned in this Act and regulations otherwise suitable to 
secure the due execution of the provisions of this act, and 
from time to time to add to, modify, amend, or revoke 
such regulations, as in his judgment may seem expedient.

Ker -  *  Except in the case of a master making a false statement 
under oath in violation of the provisions of the fourth 
section of this Act, every person guilty of a violation of the 
provisions of this Act, or of the regulations made there 
under, shall for each offense be fined not less than two 
hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more than six months, 
or both; and all vessels, their tackle, apparel, furniture, 
and cargo, at any time used or employed in violation of 
this Act, or of the regulations made thereunder, shall be 
forfeited to the United States.

Sec- 9- A ny violation of this Act, or of the regulations made 
thereunder, may be prosecuted either in the district court 
of Alaska or in any district court of the United States in 
California, Oregon, or Washington.

sec. 10. j£ any unlicensed vessel of the United States shall be 
found within the waters to which this Act applies, and 
at a time when the killing of fur seals is by this Act there
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prohibited, having on board seal skins or bodies of seals, 
or apparatus, or implements suitable for killing or taking1 
seals; or if any licensed vessel shall be found in the waters 
to which this Act applies, having' on board apparatus or 
implements suitable for taking seals, but forbidden then 
and there to be used, it shall be presumed that the vessel 
in the one case and the apparatus or implements in the 
other was or were used in violation of this Act until it is 
otherwise sufficiently proved.

It shall be the duty of the President to cause a sufficient Sec' 1L 
naval force to cruise in the Avaters to which this Act is ap 
plicable to enforce its provisions, and it shall be the duty 
of the commanding officer of any vessel belonging to the 
naval or revenue service of the United States, when so 
instructed by the President, to seize and arrest all vessels 
of the United States found by him to be engaged, used, or 
employed in the waters last aforesaid in violation of any 
of the prohibitions of this Act, or of any regulations made 
thereunder, and to take the same, with all persons on board 
thereof, to the most convenient port in any district of the 
United States mentioned in this Act, there to be dealt with 
according to law.

Any vessel or citizen of the United States, or person *'' lf- 
described in the first section of this Act, offending against 
the prohibitions of this Act or the regulations thereunder, 
may be seized and detained by the naval or other duly 
commissioned officers of Her Majesty the Queen of Great 
Britain, but when so seized and detained they shall be 
delivered as soon as practicable, with any witnesses and 
proofs on board, to any naval or revenue officer or other 
authorities of the United States, whose courts alone shall 
have jurisdiction to try the otfense and impose the pen 
alties for the same: Provided, however, That British officers 
shall arrest and detain vessels and persons as in this sec 
tion specified only after, by appropriate legislation, Great 
Britain shall have authorized officers of the United States 
duly commissioned and instructed by the President to that 
end to arrest, detain, and deliver to the authorities of Great 
Britain vessels and subjects of that Government offending 
against any statutes or regulations of Great Britain enacted 
or made to enforce the award of the treaty mentioned in 
the title of this Act.

No person shall kill any otter, mink, marten, sable, or an̂ aisb  'iring 
fur-seal, or other fur-bearing animal within the limits of §af's19f{jgg 
Alaska Territory, or in the -waters thereof; and every per- (sostat., 1279.) 
son guilty thereof shall, for each offense, be fined not less Sec' m' 
than two hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or 
imprisoned not more than six months, or both; and all 
vessels, their tackle, apparel, furniture and cargo, found 
engaged in violation of this section shall be forfeited; but 
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall have power to 
authorize the killing of any such mink, marten, sable, or
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other fur-bearing animal, except fur-seals, under such regu 
lation as he may prescribe; and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor to prevent the killing 
of any fur-seal, and to provide for the execution of the pro 
visions of this section until it is otherwise provided bj' law; 
nor shall he grant special privileges under this section. 

.^Behring Sen Section nineteen hundred and fifty-six of the Revised 
"'jfcr.l'.'jsss. Statutes of the United States is hereby declared to include 
£1*"" IMS.) , uld apply to ajj the dominion of the United States in the

waters of JBehring Sea; and it shall be the duty of the 
President, at a timely season in each year, to issue his 
proclamation and cause the same to be published for one 
month in at least one newspaper if any such there be pub 
lished at each United States port of entry on the Pacific 
coast, warning all persons against entering said waters for 
the purpose of violating the provisions of said section; and 
he shall also cause one or more vessels of the United States 
to diligently cruise said waters and arrest all persons, and 
seize all vessels found to be, or to have been, engaged in 
any violation of the laws of the United States therein. 

st. Paul ana st. The islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, in Alaska, 
j?.1 *6, Iws9. s ' are declared a special reservation for Government purposes; 
(m'sfdt18'isko > and until otherwise provided by law it shall be unlawful 
see. 170.' for anj' person to land or remain on either of those islands, 

except by the authority of the Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor; and any person found on either of those islands 
contrary to the provisions hereof shall be summarily re 
moved; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War 
to carry this section into effect.

^unlawful seal- jt snall be unlawful to kill &ny fur-seal upon the islands 
ji. ,<?., wee. of Saint Paul and Saint George, or in the waters adjacent 
(is stal'/lio thereto, except during the months of June, July, Septem- 
(w r'sM*8i%8o) ' )er anc^ October in each year and it shall be unlawful 
see.'177'.' ' to kill such seals at any time by the use of fire-arms, or by 

other means tending to drive the seals away from those 
islands; but the natives of the islands shall have the priv 
ilege of killing such young seals as may be necessary for 
their own food and clothing during other months, and also 
such old seals as may be required for their own clothing, 
and for the manufacture of boats for their own use; and 
the killing in such cases shall be limited and controlled by 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor.

K. s., 1961. It shall be unlawful to kill any female seal, or any seal
J(S'»a(.WjS'o.) less than one year old, at any season of the year, except as
Kec. ns. above provided; and it shall also be unlawful to kill any

seal in the waters adjacent to the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George, or on the beaches, cliffs, or rocks where
they haul up from the sea to remain; and every person who
violates the provisions of this or the preceding section
shall be punished for each offense by a fine of not less than
two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars,
or by imprisonment not more than six months, or by both
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such fine and imprisonment; and all vessels, their tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, whose crews are found engaged in 
the violation of either this or the preceding section, shall 
be forfeited to the United States.

When the lease heretofore made by the Secretary of |' i"s o£ prl" 
the Treasury to "The Alaska Commercial Company' of ' 
the right to engage in taking fur-seals on the islands of 
Saint Paul and Saint George, pursuant to the act of July 
one, one thousand eight hundred and seventy, chapter one 
hundred and eighty-nine, [B. S. 1957, 1960-1971, 5293] or 
when any future similar lease expires, or is surrendered, 
forfeited, or terminated, the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor shall lease to proper and responsible parties, for the 
best advantage of the United States, having due regard to 
the interests of the Government, the native inhabitants, 
their comfort, maintenance, and education, as well as to 
the interests of the parties heretofore engaged in trade 
and the protection of the fisheries, the right of taking fur- 
seals on the islands herein named, and of sending a vessel 
or vessels to the islands for the skins of such seals, for the 
term of twenty years, at an annual rental of not less than 
fifty thousand dollars, to be reserved in such lease and 
secured by a deposit of United States bonds to that amount: 
and every such lease shall be duly executed in duplicate, 
and shall not be transferable.

The Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall take from »J " 
the lessees of such islands in all cases a bond, with secur 
ities, in a sum not less than five hundred thousand dollars, 
conditioned for the faithful observance of all the laws and 
requirements of Congress, and the regulations of the Sec 
retary of Commerce and Labor, touching the taking of 
fur-seals and the disposing of the same, and for the pay 
ment of all taxes and dues accruing to the United States 
connected therewith.

No persons other than American citizens shall be per- 
mitted, by lease or otherwise, to occupy the islands of Saint 
Paul and Saint George, or either of them, for the purpose 
of taking the skins of fur-seals therefrom, nor shall any 
foreign vessels be engaged in taking such skins; and the 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall vacate and declare 
any lease forfeited if the same be held or operated for the 
use, benefit, or advantage, directty or indirectly, of &ny 
persons other than American citizens.

Every lease shall contain a covenant on the part of the ^ 
lessee that he will not keep, sell, furnish, give, or dispose s.'s.,n>66. 
of any distilled spirits or spirituous liquors on either of 
those islands to any of the natives thereof, such person 
not being a physician and furnishing the same for use as 
medicine; and every revenue officer, officially acting as 
such, on either of the islands, shall siezc and destroy any 
distilled or spirituous liquors found thereon; but such offi 
cer shall make detailed reports of his doings in that matter 
to the collector of the port.

u"
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rs- Every person who kills any fur-seal on either of those 
islands, or in the waters adjacent thereto, without author 
ity of the lessees thereof, and every person who molests, 
disturbs, or interferes with the lessees, or either of them, 
or their .agents or employes, in the lawful prosecution of 
their business, under the provisions of this chapter, shall 
for each ofl'ense be punished as prescribed in section nine 
teen hundred and sixty-one; and all vessels, their tackle, 
apparel, appurtenances, and cargo, whose crews are found 
engaged in any violation of the provisions of sections nine 
teen hundred and sixty-five to nineteen hundred and sixty- 
(Mglit, inclusive, shall be forfeited to the United States, 

gm mrniburf k'~ If any person or company, under any lease herein au-
£.s.,joos. thorized, knowingly kills, or permits to be killed, any 

number of seals exceeding the number for each island in 
this chapter prescribed, such person or company shall, in 
addition to the penalties and forfeitures herein provided, 
forfeit the whole number of the skins of seals killed in 
that jrear, or, in case the same have been disposed of, then 
such person or company shall forfeit the value of the same.

js?&!,'"»69!uv In addition to the annual rental required to be reserved 
in every lease, as provided in section nineteen hundred and 
sixty-three, a revenue tax or duty of two dollars is laid 
upon each fur-seal skin taken and shipped from the islands 
of Saint Paul and Saint George, during the continuance 
of any lease, to be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States; and the Secretary of Commerce and Labor is em 
powered to make all needful regulations for the collection 
and payment of the same, and to secure the comfort, main 
tenance, education, and protection of the natives of those 
islands, and also to cany into full effect all the provisions 
of this chapter except as otherwise prescribed.

R. 8., iino. The Secretary of Commerce and Labor may terminate 
any lease given to any person, company, or corporation on 
full and satisfactory proof of the violation of any of the 
provisions of this chapter or the regulations established 
by him.

R. «., mi. The lessees shall furnish to the several masters of vessels 
employed by them certified copies of the lease held by them 
respectively, which shall be presented to the government 
revenue-officer for the time being who may be in charge 
at the islands as the authority of the party for landing and 
taking skins.

Alaska suai The Secretary of Commerce and Labor is authorized to
a8]?nx', MM. appoint one agent and three assistant agents, who shall be

charged with the management of the seal fisheries in Alaska,
andtheperformance of such other duties as may be assigned
to them by the Secretary of Commerce and Labor.

R. s., i97i. The agent shall receive the sum of ten dollars each day, 
one assistant agent the sum of eight dollars each day, and 
two assistant agents the sum of six dollars each day while 
so employed; and they shall also be allowed their neces 
sary traveling expenses in going to and returning from 
Alaska, for which expenses vouchers shall be presented to
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the proper accounting' officers of the Treasury, and such 
expenses shall not exceed in the aggregate six hundred 
dollars each i n any one year.

Such agents shall never be interested, directly or indi- s.s.,i9?s. 
rectly, in any lease of the right to take seals, nor in any 
proceeds or profits thereof, either as owner, agent, partner, 
or otherwise.

Such agents are empowered to administer oaths in all 
cases relating to the service of the United States, and to 
take testimony in Alaska for the use of the Government in 
any matter concerning the public revenues.

The governor [of Alaska] shall from time to time inquire import to con- 
into the operations of any person, company, association, or Krj n̂e6, moo. 
corporation authorized by the United States, by contract or («J stat., sz'a.) 
otherwise, to kill seal or other fur-bearing animals in the 
district, and any and all violations by such person, com 
pany, association, or corporation of the agreement with the 
United States under which the operations are being con 
ducted, and shall annually report to Congress the result of 
such inquiries.

SALMON" FISHERIES.

The erection of dams, barricades, fish wheels, fences, or Alaska salmon 
any such fixed or stationaiy obstructions in any part of fls]^"0j' ^99 
the rivers or streams of Alaska, or to fish for or catch sal- (so hat., m'so.) 
mon or salmon trout in any manner or by any means, with Sec ' 179 ' 
the purpose or result of preventing or impeding the ascent 
of salmon to their spawning ground, is hereby declared to 
be unlawful, and the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
is herelyy authorized and directed to remove such obstruc 
tions and to establish and enforce such regulations and 
surveillance as may be necessary to insure that this prohi 
bition and all other provisions of law relating to the salmon 
fisheries of Alaska are strictly complied with.

It shall be unlawful to fish, catch, or kill anjr salmon of. unlawful fish- 
any variety except with rod or spear above the tide waters mfec 1SO 
of any creeks or rivers of less than five hundred feet width 
in the Territory of Alaska, except only for purposes of 
propagation, or to lay or set any drift net, set net, trap, 
pound net, or seine for any purpose across the tide waters 
of any river or stream for a distance of more than one- 
third of the width of such river, stream, or channel, or lay 
or set any seine or net within one hundred yards of any 
other net or seine which is being laid or set in said stream 
or channel, or to take, kill, or fish for salmon in any man 
ner or by any means in any of the waters of the Territory 
of Alaska, either in the streams or tide Avaters, except 
Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, Bering Sea, and the 
waters tributary thereto, from midnight on Friday of each 
week until six o'clock antemeridian of the Sunday follow 
ing; or to fish for or catch or kill in any manner or on 
any appliance except by rod or spear any salmon in any 
stream of less than one hundred yards in Avidth in the said 
Territory of Alaska between the hours of six o'clock in
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the evening and six o'clock in the morning of the following 
day of each and every day of the week. 

<>lK"" s' r Secretary of Commerce and Labor may, at his dis sisi
cretion, set aside any streams as spawning- grounds, in
which no fishing will be permitted; and when, in his judg 
ment, the results of fishing operations on any stream indi 
cate that the number of salmon taken is larger than the 
capacity of the stream to produce, he is authorized to 
establish weekly close seasons, to limit the duration of the 
fishing season, or to prohibit fishing entirely for one year 
or more, so as to permit salmon to increase: Provided, 
however, That such power shall be exercised only after 
all persons interested shall have been given a hearing, of 
which hearing due notice must be given by publication: 
Aiulprorided further, That it shall have been ascertained 
that the persons engaged in catching salmon do not main 
tain fish hatcheries of sufficient magnitude to keep such 
streams fully stocked.

inspectors of To enforce the provisions of law herein and such regu- 
''IscTisz. lations as the Secretary of Commerce and Labor may 

establish in pursuance thereof, he is authorized and 
directed to appoint one inspector of fisheries, at a salary 
of one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum, and 
two assistant inspectors, at a salary of one thousand six 
hundred dollars each per annum; that^he will annually 
submit to Congress estimates to cover the salaries and 
actual traveling expenses of the officers [hereby] authorized 
and for such other expenditures as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of the law herein.

IS"]!'/' Any person violating the provisions of sections one 
hundred and seventy nine, one hundred and eighty, and 
one hundred and eighty-one of this act or the regulations 
established in pursuance of section one hundred and 
eighty-two of this act shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or 
imprisonment at hard labor for a term not exceeding 
ninety days, or both such fine and imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the court; and, further, in case of the viola 
tion of any of the provisions of section one hundred and 
seventy-nine, and conviction thereof, a further fine of two 
hundred and fifty dollars per diem will be imposed for 
each day that the obstruction or obstructions therein are 
maintained.


