
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

What is it who creates it and you AllWhat is it, who creates it, and you.  All 
you wanted to know about legislative 

history but didn’t know to askhistory but didn t know to ask.
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What is Legislative History?What is Legislative History?



Overview of the

• Member proposes a bill
• Referred to a committee, which Overview of the 

Legislative Process
e e ed to a co ttee, c

refers to subcommittee
• Hearings and/or markup of 
bill(s) in (sub)committeesbill(s) in (sub)committees

• Report out of committee
• Debated in full chamber
• Passed by one chamber

– If the other chamber passes a 
similar, but not identical bill, thesimilar, but not identical bill, the 
law goes to a “conference 
committee” to resolve 
differences.  The resolution is 
then voted on in both chambers

• Sent to the President for 
signatureg



Legislative RecordLegislative Record

• Each stage produces some documentationEach stage produces some documentation

• Drafts of bills, notes from legislators, 
statements from Administration officials orstatements from Administration officials or 
others

Th d b h l i l i• These documents become the legislative 
history



Official 
R d

• Any member can ask that 
d t b itt d tRecords any document submitted to 

the member or a 
itt b t fcommittee become part of 

the “Congressional 
R d ”Record.”

• By Rule, these records can 
be modified by members in 
any way at any time.



Unofficial RecordsUnofficial Records

• All materials used by members can becomeAll materials used by members can become 
part of the legislative history

• Unofficial records often called “committee• Unofficial records, often called  committee 
prints,” are any of these

I l d b h C i l R h• Include memos by the Congressional Research 
Service, publications from committees, 

C C il d S i freports to Congress, Compiled Series of 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure



Finding the RecordsFinding the Records

What are the records?

&&

Where are the records?



• Main Documents 
Bill– Bills

– Reports*

– Hearings

– Congressional Debate

– Public Law

– Presidential Signing Statement

• Other
– Committee Prints

– CRS Reports



How do you get started?How do you get started?

• What year did the legislation take place?What year did the legislation take place?
– Pre‐1970s, 1990s‐present?

• What do you know?
– Bill #, Public Law #

– Popular Name, USC Citation



Print Resources



US Statutes at Large



Index ‐ History of Billsy







Congressional Record – Daily DigestCongressional Record  Daily Digest



Bills  Congressional Record

Find the records online & print
GPO: 1993‐present
Lexis: 1989‐present
ProQuest Legislative Insight (various years)
THOMAS: 1989‐present
Westlaw: 1994‐present
C i l R d

GPO: 1994‐present
GPO: 1998‐2002 (Bound)
GPO: 1983‐present (Index)
HeinOnline: 1873‐2009 (Bound) 
HeinOnline: 1980‐2012 (Daily)
L i 1985Congressional Record

HeinOnline US Congressional Documents Library
Beginning of some hearings

Hearings 
GPO: 1985‐88 and 1991‐present

Lexis: 1985‐present
Westlaw: 1985‐present
Library 

US Statutes at Large 
GPO: 2003‐2008GPO: 1985 88 and 1991 present

Lexis: Search CQ Transcripts (1993‐present) or 
Federal News Service (1996‐present) 
ProQuest Legislative Insight (various years) 
HeinOnline: 1929‐present
Committee websites often include hearings.

GPO: 2003 2008
HeinOnline: 1789‐2009
Lexis: 1789‐most recent printed volume
Westlaw: 1789‐1972
Library

Library (selective)

Congressional Reports 
GPO: 1995‐present
Lexis: 1990‐present 
P Q t L i l ti I i ht ( i )

Compilation of Presidential Documents
GPO: 1993‐present 
HeinOnline: 2009‐present (Daily)
HeinOnline: 1965‐2009 (Weekly)
Lexis: Public Papers of the Presidents 1979‐present
W tl 1986 t (W kl )ProQuest Legislative Insight (various years)

THOMAS: 1994‐present
Westlaw: 1990‐present; Search the USCCAN file. 
Serial Sets in the Library

Committee Print

Westlaw: 1986‐present (Weekly)
Library

CRS Reports
ProQuest Legislative Insight (various years) 
Guide to CRS Reports ‐ http://www.llrx.com/features/crsreports.htmCommittee Print

GPO: 1995‐present
Lexis: 1994‐2003 (selective)
Library (selective)

Guide to CRS Reports  http://www.llrx.com/features/crsreports.htm
Open CRS ‐ http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/index.html
US State Department ‐ http://fpc.state.gov/c18185.htm
UNT Digital Library ‐ http://digital.library.unt.edu/govdocs/crs/index.tkl



http://library.doc.gov



Online







ProQuest Legislative InsightProQuest Legislative Insight

1929‐present – coverage is sporadic 



Other ResourcesOther Resources

• DOC Library Digital Legislative Histories Collectiony g g

• Print Legislative Histories in the Library

• HeinOnline ‐ US Federal Legislative History Library 

• CQ Almanac 

• Westlaw's GAO Federal Legislative Histories 



Need Help?
Contact the library.

Kelli Peterson, JD, MLS
Commerce Departmental Library

Room 1894
Phone: (202) 482 1154Phone: (202) 482‐1154

Email: kpeterson@doc.gov; 
lawlibrary@doc.gov

http://library.doc.gov


